102                       AT   LARGE
because it means the triumph of an average over
individuals, whereas the worst that can be said
of a despotism is that it is the triumph of an
individual over an average. The tyranny of the
specialistic oligarchy is making itself felt to-day,
and I should like to fortify the revolutionary
spirit of liberty, whose boast it is to detest tyranny
in all its forms, whether it is the tyranny of an
enlightened despot, or the tyranny of a virtuous
oligarchy, or the tyranny of an intelligent de-
mocracy.
The first evil which results from the rule of
the specialist is the destruction of the amateur.
So real a fact is the tyranny of the specialist
that the very word " amateur/' which means a
leisurely lover of fine things, is beginning to be
distorted into meaning an inefficient performer.
As an instance of its correct and idiomatic use,
I often think of the delightful landlord whom
Stevenson encountered somewhere, and upon
whom he pressed some Burgundy which he had
with him. The generous host courteously re-
fused a second glass, saying, "You see I am
an amateur of these things, and I am capable
of leaving you not sufficient/1 Now, I shall
concern myself here principally with literature,
because, in England at all events, literature plays
the largest part in general culture. It may be
said that we owe some of the best literature we